THEIMUSIC
Honky-Tonked

Randy Abel gets Beijing’s toe
tapping through country tunes

How does honky-tonk do in China? I
think our Chinese audience members re-
spond to all the styles we play due to the
wide acceptance of folk traditions in this
culture, and it doesn’t hurt that many
start with Hank Williams as a basis

for their understanding of real country
music. Honky-tonk is an easy sell from
there. Who writes the songs? So far,
all the originals we do are mine, but the
other guys have their own superb stuff
that I often prod them to incorporate.
The arrangements for my recent ones
have all been
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